 

"A Little Bit of So Much Truth / Un Poquito de Tanta Verdad" by Jill Freidberg

By Dan La Botz
What a beautiful, powerful, dramatic and important video this is! The people of Oaxaca, Mexico tell their own story - passionately, powerfully and movingly - in the new video "A Little Bit of So Much Truth / Un Poquito de Tanta Verdad," by Jill Freidberg and the Oaxacan media collective Mal de Ojo. Freidberg is the award-winning producer of the documentaries "Granito de Arena / Grain of Sand" and "This is What Democracy Looks Like."
 
The subject of this video is the Oaxaca rebellion that began in early 2006 with a strike by Local 22 of the Mexican Teachers Union. But, after the police attacked the teachers, it became a massive popular upheaval that led to the creation of a broad alliance of some 250 organizations, the Popular Assembly of the Peoples of Oaxaca (APPO). What started as the teachers' struggle to improve education for parents, children and the teachers themselves, became a broad fight for democracy and social justice. For almost a year these organizations fought off hostile media campaigns, political maneuvers, and violent state terrorism that took the lives of twenty.
 
This is a magnificent video that captures the thousands of faces and voices of ordinary women and men involved in the social rebellion of 2006 that aimed to drive from office the dictatorial governor Ulises Ruíz. The video, which is narrated with audio and video recordings from the occupied media, captures the voices of Oaxaca, and the subtitles provide an impeccable translation that captures not only the words but also the sense of the speakers.
 
At the center of "A Little Bit of So Much Truth" is the remarkable way in which the Oaxacans created the peoples' media. During the months-long struggle to oust Ruíz, schoolteachers, housewives, indigenous communities, health workers, and students took over 14 radio stations and one TV station. They used the media to organize, to mobilize, and finally to defend themselves from the governor's murderous repression.

What was the Oaxaca rebellion of 2006 all about, and ultimately what did it mean? This video does not provide the answers to that question, but it provides a remarkably deep and penetrating look into the people who made up the movement. What the video does not get at, perhaps cannot get at, through this medium, are all the complex and subtle questions about the nature of Local 22 and APPO and their relationship to the people we see in this video. How did APPO function? What were its politics? What was the role of its leaders? Of its constituent organizations? How did differences play out between different groups, interests and factions in the movement? Those questions are perhaps better handled in print media than in video. This video, however, by introducing us in such a personal way to the people, encourages us to ask those questions in a more concrete and down-to-earth way.
 
Everyone interested in Mexico, in teachers and education, in workers' movements, in indigenous people, in the state of our world and the struggle for social justice should see the video.
 
One last thing. One has to be struck here, not only by the courage and creativity of the people of Oaxaca, but also by the courage of Jill Freidberg and the members of the Mal de Ojo collective who were with the people of Oaxaca throughout this dangerous and inspiring struggle.

To acquire this video go to: www.corrugate.org
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