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VII Tri national Conference in Defense of Public Education     

Declaration of Oaxaca de Juárez , México  

April 1 and 2, 2006.
The participants in the 7th Tri national Conference in Defense of Public Education reaffirm the basic principle of the Olympia Declaration of 1993 that “we believe education is a social right and that a strong public education system is vital to maintain the cultural, social and political heritages of our peoples”. We oppose privatization and commercialization of public education. We oppose the inclusion of education in trade agreements. We value the social and cultural purposes of public education and we oppose the implementation of standardized testing as it reduces the scope of education, has become a way to control teachers and an instrument of discrimination regarding the right to education.  Financial support for public education should be sufficient and delivered in terms of need rather than in terms of competition between schools and institutions. Changes in curriculum and programs shouls improve an education with ample and ambitious objectives in the formation of citizens and building communities, and should not, as it happens more and more, reflect a definition of education that considers students as human capital and transforms schools and higher education institutions in a training center according primarily to the needs of corporations. We should continue the discussion on the use of new technologies and their educational, social, economical implications as well as the impact on the power structure of schools and institutions. 

We recognize the value of indigenous cultures and the role of communities in defining the educational policies so that they respond to their needs and knowledge. The right of original peoples to establish autonomous educational processes is essential for the creation of pluralistic cultures and to exercise the right to learn. Indigenous languages, culture and knowledge should be fully included as part of the three nations education.

We demand the recognition of the labor rights of teachers as of all workers. Adequate salaries for teachers as well as the necessary conditions for work have been and continue to be basic elements of a stable and solid educational process.  Bilateral negotiations and contracts should enjoy the respect of judicial and executive authorities as it is the foundation of a solid educational process.  Minimum standards set by the ILO should also be fully respected as a basis for the protection of workers rights. Particularly important is the issue of tens of thousands of teachers who are part of the contingent labor force that supports the educational systems in the three countries. Social security systems, pensions and other mechanisms through which workers of education and other areas have created an enormous wealth are now in danger of being transferred to private interests in Canada, U.S. and Mexico. 

We express solidarity with students, teachers, parents and displaced people of New Orleans. We express solidarity with the public sector workers of Quebec and the teachers of British Columbia whose labor rights have been severely limited contrary to the ILO conventions.

We express solidarity to those opposing criminalization of immigrants and their supporters, we are against the construction of the American Wall.

Normal Rural Schools of Mexico are the object of continues harassment and open attacks from the state and federal authorities of Mexico. The struggle of the students to protect their institutions deserves every expression of solidarity possible. We also demand a satisfaction to the demands of the families of the 65 mine workers who died in Coahuila Mexico as a result of the irresponsible cost-cutting policies of the owners.  Our solidarity goes also to the workers of public radio and television who are protesting the decision of Mexican Congress to approve the new law of Radio and Television which substantially increases the power of two large corporations of private television and radio.  We also pronounce ourselves in solidarity with the demands of workers of the atomic industry and their Union. The historical demand of the Coordinadora Nacional de Trabajadores de la Educación for salary and democray in México education system continues to be a priority of our efforts. 

We will work to improve public education in each of our countries. To accomplish this we will support programs and alternatives that better meet the needs of students and communities. 

We are committed   to continuing  the work of the Tri-national Coalition and to engage more teachers´ unions in this effort to defend public education. 

The 7th Tri-national conference has agreed to organize a campaign in defense of public education in each of our countries, and we will  work with  our organizations to mobilize for  a march against the privatization of education that will take place on the same day and at the same time in our respective countries.  

The eighth Tri-national conference in Defense of Public education will take place in Los Angeles, California in 2008.

 SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS

1st.We stand in solidarity with the Mexican workers in their fight against the privatization of social security and we will demonstrate our solidarity by joining their call to take action should the Mexican congress choose to activate the reform of the ISSSTE Law. 

2nd We support the fight of Mexican teachers against the Integral Reform of Secondary Education (RIES).   

3rd We stand in solidarity with the workers of the Office of Indigenous Education

(Direccion General de Educacion Indigena) in their fight for upholding their

labor rights and we support their demand that the Mexican government abide by

the legal judgement in their favor.

4th Taking into account the varying positions within our organizations, we declare our solidarity with the Sixth Declaration of Lacandon Forest  and the other Campaign.

5th This Tri-national Conference declares its solidarity with the fight of the French students and workers in their demand to uphold their acquired rights and for a living jobs with

dignity
6th We also support the demands for long overdue salary increases and the protection of health and other benefits for  the faculty and professional staff of CUNY (City University of New York). They have been working for three years without a contract.

7th   We support the teachers of UTLA  in their opposition to mayoral takeover of the school board of Los Angeles Unified School District (which is presently an elected body) and stand in solidarity with them in their fight against high-stakes testing and constant assessment.

We raise our voices defense of our existing hard-earned  rights— to healthcare, education,  social security and  a living wage— we will only move forward and not take one step back!

¡Unidos y organizados venceremos!

Organizaciones sindicales y sociales asistentes a la VII Conferencia Trinacional en Defensa de la Educación Pública.

De Canadá. 

  Canadian Teacher’s Federation  ; Ontario Secondary School Teacher’s Federation; Elementary Teacher’s Federation Ontario  ; British Columbia Teacher’s Federation; Laurentian University Faculty Association; Centrale des  Syndicats du Québec; Fédération nationale des enseignantes et des enseignants du Québec; Profesores investigadores de  Simon Fraser University y University British Columbia 
De Estados Unidos.

United Teachers of Los Angeles;  People’s Hurricane Relief Fund/ Community Labor United ; Professional Staff Congress,  City Universty  of New York;  parents from Pasadena, California and New Orleans; profesores investigadores de  Florida International University;  estudiantes de State University of NY – Stony Brook, de Evergreen State College y California State University, Los Angeles.
De México :
Secciones democráticas del  SNTE, integrantes de la CNTE: Secciones VII, IX, X, XIV, XXII, XXXI. 

Sindicato Independiente de Trabajadores de la Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana (SITUAM), Sindicato de Trabajadores Académicos de la Universidad Autónoma Chapingo (STAUACH), Sindicato de Personal académico de la Universidad Autónoma de Zacatecas (SPAUAZ), Federación de Colegios de Profesores de la UNAM (FECOPA), Delegación Sindical Académica de la universidad pedagógica Nacional (UPN Ajusco), Coordinadora Nacional Politécnica (CNP). 

Alianza de Trabajadores de la salud y Empleados Públicos;  Sindicato de Trabajadores al Servicio de los poderes del Estado de Querétaro; Movimiento Pedagógico “Misael Núñez Acosta”; Comité Estudiantil Metropolitano (CEM); profesores investigadores de: Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México; Universidad Pedagógica Nacional (Ajusco y Querétaro), Instituto Politécnico Nacional; Normal Superior.
Invitados especiales: Red Social para la Educación Pública en las Américas (RED SEPA) y  Educadores Indígenas de Guatemala y Bolivia.
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