Motion passed by the United Teachers of Los Angeles (UTLA) House of Representative on

January 31, 2007
Moved by the Human Rights Committee that UTLA ask the CFT and the CTA to ask that the AFT and the NEA present a request to Educators International at the EI Board Meeting and the EI Global Conference in Berlin (July, 2007) to do the following:

a) Raise the issue of the situation of the teachers and their supporters in

          Oaxaca         

b) Invite EI President Thulas Nxesi to go to Oaxaca as soon as possible

c) Invite the EI to consider an action in solidarity with Oaxaca

d) To propose that Oaxaca be the central theme for EI’s World Teacher Day on October 5th
e) Ask EI to request that the International Labor Organization investigate the violations of ILO Conventions on the rights to organize and the right to freedom of association in Oaxaca.

Rationale:   The teachers of Section 22 of the Mexican National education Workers Union (STNE) and the local peoples who support them have been violently attacked, imprisoned, “disappeared” and murdered by the state and federal police for exercising their trade union and civil rights.  The teachers represented by Section22 are massively supported by the parents, students and peoples of Oaxaca, Mexico: and there has been international condemnation by educators unions, trade unions and human rights organizations from numerous countries of the use of state violence against Section 22 and the peoples of Oaxaca.  A resolution supporting the demands of Section 22 of the SNTE - representing the teachers of Oaxaca - and condemning the police attacks on them was passed at the AFT National Convention in 2006, and at the NEA Convention in 2006, and a letter was sent in December of 2006 to President Vicente Fox of Mexico by President McElroy on behalf of 1.3 million AFT members condemning the violent attacks on the teacher union members and the local citizens of Oaxaca.

