Raquel Cruz Manzano Visit to London, Ontario – Report

The visit went really well, she was really impressed with the response of our young people and of the community in general.

Here is a little report on what we did:

Sunday, January  21, 2007:

We had a meeting of 12 people, and Raquel gave us a talk on what happened in Oaxaca.  These people were all community activists who helped organized the visit.  They were really touched by what she had to say and were more committed to work in solidarity after that.


Monday, January 22, 2007: 


In the morning, Raquel talked to 2 classes at Fanshawe College (30 students each) which is the big Community College here in town.  The students there were energized by her presence and decided to start a Oaxaca Solidarity Group there.  They also raised some funds for her trip.

At lunch time, we went to a regional meeting of College Teachers who belong to OPSEU, the Ontario Public Service Union.  Raquel has the list of all the people who were there.  The chair person committed herself to distribute to all the members the fact sheet we had prepared about Oaxaca and the model letter to Peter McKay asking for Canadian involvement in defense of human rights.


In the afternoon, she spoke to a group of University Students (about 20).  She had a lot of very good questions there about Mexican politics and also about grassroots organizational techniques.  It was a very well informed group.


At 6 p.m. we had a community dinner and presentation at CAW union hall (about 60 people).  We had a good mix there of union members, students and Latin American activists.  Raquel really warmed up to the crowd; she got a little emotional as she was retelling some of the most brutal aspects of the repression they lived.  People were sincerely moved by her.  We passed the hat and the Union Local committed some money for her. (I still have to write them a letter to obtain the funds.)


Tuesday, January 23, 2007


Morning: Raquel spoke to a grade 11 class at a local High School (about 30 students).  We went to lunch with some teachers.  One is a member of OSSTF and has already put forward resolutions in support of the Oaxaca teachers at the local Labour Council and at the OFL and CLC level.  She will send me those resolutions later, if you are interested.  She, and other teachers are thinking of going down to Oaxaca this summer.  She was at the Tricontinental meeting last May and just fell in love with the place and the people.


Afternoon: we took Raquel for a little tour of the City and some shopping.  She needed a break from the continuous stream of meetings and activities.  She also got a chance to call Oaxaca and get some rest.


Conclusion:
The overwhelming response was good.  One negative aspect was the absence of interest on the part of the media.  Only the Community College Radio and the Spanish programme on Radio Western did interviews with her.  The main stream press totally ignored it, in spite of the press release. 
  

The question that every body asks at all the venues is How can we help from here?
Raquel told us to keep denouncing, raising our voices, writing letters, sending observers, etc.  But a lot of people think it is not enough. If you come up with a concerted specific strategy to put pressure on the Mexican government, we definitely want to know about it.  There are now 2 groups in the city who want to work on this issue and we have made a lot of contacts in the wider community.  So, any campaign or action you decide to implement, we want to be part of it.

Funds: 

We raised about $220. I am expecting about $250 more, so we can contribute to the travel expenses.  What ever is left over, I will send to Raquel in Oaxaca.

