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        Trinational Teachers Strategize to Support Oaxaca Colleagues
Teacher union leaders from Canada, the United States and Mexico are meeting this weekend in Vancouver, British Columbia to discuss strategies on how best to support the Oaxaca teachers who belong to Section 22 of El SNTE.

The Oaxaca Strategy Session is hosted by the British Columbia Teachers Federation (BCTF) and organized by the Trinational Coalition for the Defense of Public Education.
In anticipation of the Strategy Session, BCTF President, Jinny Sims traveled to Mexico in mid December to assess the situation. 

In calling for this session, President Sims said, “I have just returned from meetings in Mexico City and in Oaxaca and have seen the need for international solidarity.”  She continued, “Teachers and indigenous communities in Oaxaca, Mexico are facing ongoing repression following the ending of their protest camp by federal and state police.”

As a build up to this Session, teacher unions in the Canadian provinces of Quebec, Ontario and Manitoba have been meeting with representatives of Section 22 this past week to gain a clearer understanding of the situation in Oaxaca.
Dan Leahy, Trinational Coordinator, says that 40 union leaders will attend the Strategy Session from four Canadian provinces, from New York City, Los Angeles and Seattle in the United States and a strong delegation from Mexico.  

“There is tremendous support for the struggle of the Oaxaca people on both the national and international level.  We plan to help focus that support and ask Mexico’s corporate and governmental leaders to change their militaristic response to the legitimate demands of public school teachers” Leahy said.
