Oaxaca de Juarez, March 7th, 2007.

Many of you have followed closely the situation in Oaxaca, over the last 8 months.  And many of you have expressed your solidarity with the people of Oaxaca.

Since the brutal police repression of Nov. 25th, the popular movement in Oaxaca has been without it's own media voice (a movement that made history by taking over 13 radio stations and one television station).

Despite mainstream media reports that everything has gone back to normal in Oaxaca, the opposite is infact true. The people of Oaxaca are living in a climate of absolute fear, victims of heinous and ongoing human rights violations. In this context,  Radio Planton will go back on the air, and in so doing will give voice to the Oaxacan people's movement once again. They are asking for organizations, colletives, unions, and individuals to sign onto a letter expressing solidarity with Radio Planton, in the hopes that it will protect them from possible repression.

They have waited until the last minute to send out this letter, so as not to alert the repressive state government of their plans. Please read the below letter from the compañeros of Radio Planton as soon as possible. If your organization, collective, or union is able to sign on to the letter, please reply to this email address.

And please forward this to other appropriate contacts.

Thanks.

------------------------------

To The Men, Women, Children, and Elders of Oaxaca, Mexico, and the World; To all Organizations, Unions, Collectives, Artists, and Intellectuals

We are Radio Planton. The voice of the democratic teachers and civil society of Oaxaca. On May 23rd, 2005, we began transmitting on 94.1 FM, as a free and independent union radio, that was gradually adopted by the Oaxacan people as their own; a people tired of media that only serves the powerful and their economic interests.

On June 14th, 2005, the government of Ulises Ruiz Ortiz sent the state police to violently attack and destroy Radio Planton. In so doing, they silenced 34 diverse programs that addressed educational, social, and political themes; programs for children, programs about gender issues, etc.

From that moment on, Radio Planton entered a series of processes: transmitting on the internet, and later with a small FM transmitter, whose signal was blocked by the bad government. We continued our work by offering our technical support and content production to those who participated in the unprecedented phenomenon of radio occupations in Oaxaca.

Today, after the destruction of what came to be known as the "Oaxaca Commune," we feel the pain of so many dead, imprisoned, disappeared, and persecuted. The oppressed Oaxacan people confronted their bad government, and those in power have sought revenge by imposing their "justice" on a long list of compañeros.

Today, Radio Planton has finally found a way to get back on the air, on 92.1 FM and at www.radioplanton.net.

Civil society at the local, national, and international level knows and supports Radio Planton. The support of various organizations, collectives, and unions, in the US and Canada, made it possible for Radio Planton to acquire a new transmitter. The compañeros who have contributed their tequio (voluntary work for the community) by producing programs, are prepared to continue their work in the radio. More than anything, the fact that Radio Planton is going back on the air is not the result of one person, or one organization's whim. The people of Oaxaca are crying out for it.

Radio Plantón is going back on the air with the goal of offering a voice for Oaxacan society, without the political and economic interests that drive commercial radio; a space for addressing social, cultural and education issues.

In informing you that we are going back on the air, we are letting you know that we want and need your solidarity: more than anything, your moral support and solidarity.

The below-signed express our support and solidarity for this project; a project for popular and citizen communication based in the freedom of speech and the right to information.

- Jill Freidberg

- Oaxaca de Juarez, March 7th, 2007.

