                 The Teacher and Social Struggle in Oaxaca in 2006

By Professor Raquel E. Cruz Manzano, Secretary of Professional Matters of the CES

THE BEGINNINGS OF THE DEMOCRATIC STRUGGLE.

The Oaxacan teachers have always been very combative.

The union local in the State of Chiapas, had struggled to democratize the process for electing its union leaders and against the corruption of the national teachers union (SNTE), which was headed, in the 1980s, by Carlos Jonguitud Barrios. Following their example, the Oaxacan teachers began to organize and make specific salary demands beginning in the late 1970s.

In 1980 precisely, a demand for better salaries was presented to the government. The SNTE, which had imposed union leaders on the Oaxacan teachers, broke the established negotiation with the government. The rank-and-file, tired of being betrayed by the “charro”(corrupt) leaders, disavowed the Local’s Executive Committee and named an Executive Commission that represented them in the struggle.  

In May, 1980, there were mobilizations in Oaxaca, and at the end of the month these were moved to Mexico City where they maintained a strike encampment until June of that year.  The struggle had two results. With the intervention of the office of the Secretary of the Interior, the SNTE recognized the Executive Commission, and the Secretary of Education announced an important salary increase and a bonus of 500 additional pesos to teachers’ salaries in the rural zones, as well as the payment of back salaries. 

Since then, in the first months of each year, a sealed list of demands is presented to the State government (in 1982, the decentralization of education dictated that education funding concerns be addressed at the state level). Depending on the government’s response to the list of demands, mobilizations are organized in the month of May to back up our demands. The sealed list of demands, in the beginning, called for better salaries. But soon we included in this list important support for the children, schools and communities. We achieved things such as: student scholarships, school breakfasts, sports uniforms, positions for teachers to improve their educational service, and the construction of classrooms and school buildings for communities that have always been marginalized and abandoned by institutional support, etc.

In the field of education we have also achieved certain advances: With the participation of the State government, the State Law of Public Education was enacted by the Institute of Public Education, the local’s Executive Committee, members of CEDES 22, and academics very renowned in the State of Oaxaca. We overcame the government’s attempt to privatize education through the Trojan horse of municipalization. We won the right for teachers to elect those who fill intermediate posts in the State Institute for Public Education, and as a result we now have Department Directors at all education levels and two education directors: the state director of primary education and the state director of indigenous education.

More recently, the struggle has been about rezoning. Oaxaca is in Zone III, in which the salaries are the lowest.  Actually, in 2007, the minimum salary in this zone is $47.50, approximately a salary of $4 dollars per day. The salary of a teacher is proportionately lower in that it corresponds to other regions of the country. Faced with this low salary and with a policy of austerity to increase salaries, the solution that we aim for is a cost-of-living adjustment. 

II.
THE TEACHERS STRUGGLE IN 2006

1.  Repression and the attempt to evict the strike encampment. 

In 2006, our strategy was different when we presented our sealed list of demands to the government.  One of our most important economic demands was the cost of living adjustment. 

As usual, we received no response to our demands, and on May 22nd, we established a strike encampment to draw attention to our demands.  With this pressure, the bargaining began with many meetings but no advances.  The state government said that the rezoning was a federal government issue; the federal government indicated to us that we should take it up with the state government. The situation became critical. Negotiations were broken off and the conflict entered into stalemate.

Through the State Congress, the State government called together PRIsta municipal authorities, both those who had been elected through the party system, as well as those who had been elected through the traditional indigenous election process. Their signatures were taken from the meeting’s register and attached to a document calling for the state government to use whatever means necessary to break the strike encampment. 

The private sector did the same thing by pulling together its organizations and voicing their absolute support for the use of repression to apply the strong arm of the law and re-establish order. 

On June 14th, around 4:00 am, the police broke into the teacher’s hotel, where union leaders normally sleep, but they didn’t find anyone there. At almost the same time, they entered November 20th Street, with tear gas, clubs, and high power guns, and began to drive the teachers out of the city center. It was a real battle. The teachers organized and the people joined in. The bloody aggression was repelled. 

But the state and municipal police invaded the union hall in the city center, on the street Armenta y Lopez, at the corner of Guerrero, and destroyed the equipment of Radio Planton. Around 11:00 am, helicopters flew overhead dropping gas bombs on the teachers who were regrouping in the city center and driving the police out of the union hall.

The Birth of the APPO

A lot of social organizations already disagreed with the authoritarian state government, for having destroyed the zocalo (the city’s central square), the park know as El Llano, the monument of the Six Regions, and the Cerro del Fortin (a highway expansion project that placed at risk the homes of poor families living along that road). These social organizations and the people of Oaxaca organized to support us. Together with the teachers in struggle these organizations formed the Popular Assembly of the Peoples of Oaxaca, an organization that has in its bosom a little more than 350 organizations and associations.

With the birth of the APPO, and due to the state government’s brutal attack on the teachers and failure to attend to the teachers’ outstanding list of demands, the state government was denounced as an intermediary, and the call went out for the removal of Ulises Ruiz Ortiz as the repressive, authoritarian governor of Oaxaca. 

The elections for President of the Republic and Congress took place on July 2nd. Threatened with further repression, the movement allowed the election to take place, in Oaxaca. Popular discontent, and the work of the teachers in the communities, delivered a great defeat to the PRI in Oaxaca, which had always won all the elections. None of their candidates for deputies or senators won. They only have one senator, and even he didn’t get elected, but instead was allowed the position as a reward for having “rallied” a certain number of votes. The same goes for their representatives; they are politicians like ex-governor Jose Murat who get to the House of Representatives through this system of party rewards.

In face of the destruction of the equipment at Radio Planton, Radio Universidad was taken over and converted into the principal and strategic transmitter of our struggle.  Oaxacan women took over Channel 9 television and the radio that was functioning there. The struggle spread throughout the city and received support from various regions of the state. The state government, with its plain-clothed police and paramilitaries, began to open fire on the movement’s barricades, using a strategy of violence and repression to defeat our movement. 

In July we suspended the official Guelaguetza and we made our own popular and free guelaguetza.  (translator – The Guelaguetza is an indigenous festival that was “appropriated” by the government. So the social movement created a “new” one of their own and the official was canceled by the government).
For the people of Oaxaca, APPO meant an experience with democracy and a citizen struggle for human rights.  A convergence of popular struggle opened up against a fascist and authoritarian government.

3.  Repression and death of activists. The absence of authorities to resolve the problem.

Only by way of example I’ll illustrate the principal events of the first 10 days of the month of August:

August 1st.  In a peaceful teachers march, with about 20,000 participants, we were shot at by supposed police, who were chased off and disarmed. The mechanic Jose Jimenez Colmenares, wife of Professor Florina Jimenez, was killed and two teachers were injured.

August 6th.  Catarino Torres Pereda, a lawyer and representative of an indigenous farmers organization, the Committee for Citizen Defense (CODECI) and an APPO member from the Tuxtepec region was arbitrarily detained.  This companero was taken to CEDEFERO no. 1, also known as La Palma, a maximum security prison located in State of Mexico.

August 7th. Marcos Garcia Tapia, an odontologist, professor a the Benito Juarez Autonomous University and APPO member was shot to death on a central city street by by people riding a motorcycle.

August 8th. Various paramilitaries (“porros”) damaged Radio Universidad by throwing acid on the transmitter and breaking transmission. This radio had been shot at on July 22nd.

August 9th.  In the morning various workers and vendors for the newspaper Noticias were shot at by state police. There were three injured, two women.

August 9th. In the Mixtec region Putla de Guerrero, 15 year old Andres Santiago Cruz, 70 year old Pedro Martinez Martinez and 11 year old Pablo Martinez Martinez were killed in an ambush. Three others were injured. All of these people were members of an organization, The Independent Unified Movement of Triqui Struggle.

August 9th. at 12:30 pm, Professor German Mendoza Nube, a leader of the Popular Revolutionary Front, a member of Local 22 of La CNTE, and a founder of the Teachers Commission for Human Rights was detained along with two other persons by more than 30 ministerial police dressed in civilian clothes. Companero Mendoza Nube who was physically impaired and suffering from diabetes, and therefore always had someone with him, was brutally beaten never minding that he was in a wheelchair.

August 10th. at midnight, in the Aleman neighborhood, the biologist Ramiro Aragon Perez of the nongovernmental organization Mesofilo was disappeared, and the teachers Elinoai Santiago Sanchez and Juan Gabriel Rios, both teachers at the Santo Domingo Teojomulco primary school, were brutally beaten. With the support of the Mexican League for Human Rights they were located in Putla de Guerrero jail.  The biologist was only recently released from jail, while the professors were liberated shortly after their arrest. The professor Elinoai Santiago Sanchez was at the point of loosing his left eye that they cut with a glass bottle.

August 11th. At 11:30 the companero Evangelio Mendoza Gonzales, former secretary of Local 22, was detained by unknown people.

And so, night after night, the APPO barricades were attacked in an unspoken war, squadrons and flotillas of CROC taxis circulating as scouts for the police convoys, opening fire in the streets, but the marches, the protests each day grew stronger.

August 22nd. At 12:30 AM, while guarding Radio La Ley (a station that had been taken over by the APPO the day before), the civil engineer Lorenzo San Pablo was murdered by municipal and state police. In an operation of intimidation as they called it, they attacked journalists, including TV Azteca special correspondent Edgar Galicia and his team.  The police, who mobilized in more than 30 vehicles and carried high powered guns, shot at the car in which the photographers Luis Alberto Cruz from the daily Milenio, Jorge Luis Plata of the daily Reforma, and Patricia Dominguez of the EFE agency were traveling.

At the end of the month a poet wrote:

How many more days until the country’s institutions assume responsibility for what is happening in Oaxaca? How many more have to die for a return to civilized life? How many have to be injured for us to know we are vulnerable? How many buses have to burn before we can travel in the night without turning back? How many streets have to  be blockaded so we don’t emerge from the abyss we have excavated? How many more unemployed and who now find work cultivating an alfalfa field that looks so much like hope? How many more bankrupt businesses? How many more antennas and transmitters destroyed? How many radio and television stations occupied? How many more jobs and investments saying goodbye to Oaxaca? How many more widows and orphans are needed to get a reaction? How many more media outlets have to be closed down before we can communicate with the trustees of our Social Contract? How many more have to be arrested in order to stop the political calculations of our public servants? How much torture does this beautiful state require before the truth can speak the truth the way children say “I’m hungry,” or “The sky is blue like an orange?” How crazy do we have to become, the residents of Oaxaca, before we go out on the streets at night, delirious, saying good morning to those who cross our path with a machine gun? How much more cynicism? How much more stupidity? How much squandering of good will so we can dialogue with wolves about the habits of the sheep? How many more empty classrooms where, right now, the crickets and ants are leading the refrain “The red bird flew?” How much discontent will be content with “nothing’s happening here” when you can feel the collective fear in the air? How many more references to law, order, and institutional life, when every time that we cover the cisterns, two or three children drown in that same moment? How many more thugs? How many fisherman getting rich off this restless river? How many Presidents of the Republic do we have to plead so that, for the common good, this crisis is resolved? How many Secretaries of State, then? How many Senates? How much longer? 

Despite this crime against humanity, the state governor, Sr. Ulises Ruiz, continued to insist that he would not resign nor step aside. Before this sea of violence against the people, support came in all forms and from all over.  The High Commissioner of the United Nations, Amerigo  Incalcaterra, on August 23rd, urged the federal and state government to stop the conflict in the state. The violence did not diminish, but increased. The strategy of the state government was to create terror, divide the struggle, and weaken the force that was soliciting the removal of the state governor.

Before July 2nd the Senate was asked to remove the power in Oaxaca but before the elections this situation was denied. With the new Senate and the new Deputies the removal of powers was again solicited.

The Oaxacan teachers, prepared for whatever sacrifice, on September 21st organized a march for the dignity of the peoples of Oaxaca “Don’t forget the June 14th” to Mexico City. Wherever it passed it received innumerable shows of support.  This walking march arrived in Mexico City the 6th of October, and afterwards 20 teachers and APPO companeros initiated a hungry strike on October 16th at Hemiciclo a Juarez.  The companeros maintained this strike until November 7th without the politicians having deciding anything in favor of the Oaxaca people. 

Faced with the demand for the removal of powers, Governor Ulises Ruiz said that “the rescue of the city is inescapable and immediate.” The insistent calls for violence, by the PRIistas, activated a maximum alert in the APPO and it announced the taking of more municipal buildings, the eviction of government offices and the strengthening of the barricades. The State government also organized marches by the priistas in its favor.

Our Local 22 of the CNTE accused Elba Esther Gordillo and the Oaxacan government of creating a new Local 59, formed by dissident teachers supported by the federal and state government.

The acts of violence did not decrease:

September 30th. In the middle of the day, in Cuicatlan, Oaxaca, APPO members protesting the presence of Governor Ulises Ruiz were beaten by agents guarding the governor. Several were injured, and three of them ( Jose Luis CONTRERAS, a secondary teacher, Andres SALINAS, an indigenous teacher and Florencio HERNANDEZ), were hospitalized with multiple concussions.

In September the state government decided to open the schools with improvised professors, or scabs. Resources were assigned to municipal presidents so that they could contract for teachers among youth and adults who knew how to read and write or had some academic skills.  At the end of this month, the pressure to go back to class became palpable. 

The violence never diminished:

October 1st.  At 1:40 pm, near the city university en Oaxaca, Pedro GARCIA, a member of the youth section of the Popular Revolutionary Front, an organization that is part of APPO, was shot and kidnapped when he was guarding the University Radio.

A little before this, on October 1st, the Mexican Navy stepped up activity in the state of Oaxaca. The question is why would the Navy intervene rather than the Army, since there is no sea in city of Oaxaca, but there does exist an ocean of incompetence, said a politician from the Federal District (DF).

The same October 1st, the Congressional House of Deputies approved an agreement to urge the Secretary of State, Carlos Abascal, and Governor Ulises Ruiz to stop the use of public force to solve the conflict and prioritize dialogue and negotiation.

October 2nd. There was a new march asking for the removal of Ulises Ruiz as governor. In the middle of torrential rain, contingents from APPO, from the Defense of the Land in San Salvador Atenco, from the Committee of 68 and from teacher and other social and youth organizations congregated in the historic plaza of the Three Cultures to commemorate October 2, 1968 and to repudiate the prevalent climate in Oaxaca on this October 2nd.

Our Local 22 and the APPO in general are looking to the federal government for a solution to the conflict by every means. Members of the APPO, including 140 seniors, 12 children, eight babies, and 3500 members of APPO organizations even positioned themselves outside the Senate to ask for the removal of the Oaxaca governor.  No results. No moral, political nor institutional authority came to the rescue.

The re-initiation of classes and challenges with other organizations

At the end of October, Local 22’s political commission agreed to consult with the rank-and-file about the possibility of returning to classes, faced with the grave risk of losing the school year and the impossibility of finding some means to solve the problem. The first consultation happened on October 22nd where 25,000 professors voted to return to class, 17,000 not to return to classes and 12,000 said yes with conditions.

The more radical forces within the teachers’ movement, and in some of APPO’s organizations, saw this as an act of manipulation by Local 22.  The State Assembly, faced with rising polemics in the body of those attending, reviewed the consultation and agreed to another consultation. This second consultation happened on October 26th and had the following results: 31,000 said yes to return to classes and 20,000 said no.

With these results, the Political Commission opened negotiations with the Secretary of State and accepted the offer of rezoning under the conditions proposed by the commission. In turn, they committed to a return to classes on October 30th with a plan for recovering the full school calendar that would be approved by the rank-and-file.

We were in negotiations on the 27th of October when confrontations began at various points in the city, between the state and municipal police and APPO members, one of them in Calicanto de Santa Lucia del Camino where municipal police murdered the news reporter Bradley Roland Will. In this same attack, Milenio photographer, Oswaldo Ramirez, was shot in the leg. There were four others injured, two of those were identified as Juan Carlos Lopez, hurt on the right side, and Rene Ramirez Sanchez, hurt on the right leg. The violent attack against the APPO companeros began very early.

At 9:40 am. Several individuals arrived at the barricade located at the intersection of 5 Senores, that leads to the Rosario district, about 10 minutes from the center of the city. They began shooting with firearms and frightening those who were watching over this barricade. They forced one of them, named Gerardo, to get in a vehicle, a small white truck. 

At 3:30 pm. Members of APPO guarding the building of the State Attorney General’s office, in San Antonio de la Cal, were assaulted by plain-clothed Ministerial police, together with paramilitaries and hired assassins, who had been contracted by the State government for several months. They were led by the Municipal President (who fired the first shot), the Trustee, and the three Registrars of the San Antonio de Cal, all of them affiliated with the PRI.  In this attack, Martin Olivera Ortiz, a resident from the neighborhood La Experimental, behind the State Attorney General’s office, was hurt by a bullet in the upper part of his thigh and another neighbor was injured with a bullet in his abdomen.

At 5:30 pm. Members of the Ministerial police, members of UPOE, FPAR and plain-clothed municipal police, headed by Municipal President Jorge Pablo Jimenez, and other PRIstas from Santa Maria Coyotepec, assaulted teachers that were guarding the State Government Building (Casa Oficial).  They had already murdered a local resident, with the intention of provoking a confrontation with the people. In this aggression, Emilio Alonso Fabian, an elementary school teacher from the Pochutla sector, was murdered with three bullets, one of which was a coup de grace. That same day, the correspondents at University Radio were shot at, one of them in his arm, the other receiving more than three bullets in his back (and surviving only because he was wearing a bullet-proof vest that he had confiscated from police during the attack of June 14th). Several teachers were detained at the Municipal prison. Several were seriously injured. None of them were given medical attention.

At 6:30 pm. Gangs in the service of Ulises Ruiz opened fire and injured three people in Colonia Jardines.

That same night,  three other APPO members were killed under similar circumstances, while they were on APPO barricades in various parts of the city.

Amnesty International condemned these acts and demanded that the authorities make an impartial investigation and bring those responsible to justice. As a result of these violent acts, provoked by the state’s own government, the Federal Preventative Police arrived in Oaxaca, adding a new ingredient to the struggle in Oaxaca.

The agreement to resume classes was a majoritarian one, but it was not a unanimous one. Those who disagreed, professors and APPO members, criticized this decision. We respect different points of view but the decision of the teachers State Assembly was carried out.

The return to classes did not take place simultaneously throughout the state. From the 6th of November to the 22nd of November, the return to classes was gradual, region by region, so as not to leave the APPO’s struggle unprotected. 

The State government in reality never wanted a peaceful solution. With the help of pistoleros and plain-clothed police they broke the barricade at the State Government Building, located in San Bartola Coyotepec, resulting in 6 injured, 11 detained and 19 disappeared.

The arrival and stay of the Federal Preventive Police.

As always, the state governor had been soliciting the intervention of the federal police forces. At the end of September, the governor, the PRI, and business leaders succumbing to the pressures and gifts from the regime, demanded that the Secretary of State use a strong hand against APPO.

October 28th. The Federal Preventive Police (PFP) entered the state of Oaxaca with an attitude of provocation. At 7:00 pm the attack began against the barricades.

October 29th. Over 4,500 elements consisting of army, PFP, paramilitaries, judicial police, Federal Agency of Investigation (AFI), municipal police and preventive police entered the city of Oaxaca at 7:00 am.  The invasion entered on four “war fronts”, as they called them: the community of San Pablo Etla, the Viguera neighborhood, the Experimental neighborhood and the Juarez monument. Each war front had approximately 1000 police, 3 military helicopters and 15 tanks that entered the city, spraying water laced with acid, without compassion on the protesting teachers and APPO members that were peacefully resisting the military invasion on these four fronts.  The detained protestors were beaten with clubs, kicks, and stones; they were humiliated, blindfolded and tied up like animals so that later they could be taken by 5 military helicopters to a military camp in the 18th military zone of Oaxaca.

In the military assault on the city, the PFP and the army were defeated on two fronts: San Pablo Etla and Colonia Viguera.  They were pushed back by the iron resistance of the Oaxaca people.  Tragically, the result of this brutal aggression was 20 disappeared, 23 detained, and 3 deaths murdered by the PFP and military groups.

The 23 political prisoners from APPO at the military camp were transferred to Ixcotel prison and charged with rebellion, conspiracy, attacking the police, attacking the means of communication, disobedience and resisting arrest.

October 29th. Among the henchmen of Ulises Ruiz and the military police, there was a call to retake the State Government Building, located in Coyotepec about 15 kilometers from the city center. At dawn, on this day, ministerial and preventive police protected by federal police occupied this place which, months before, had been Ulises Ruiz’s offices.

The federal government tried to minimize the political cost of this military invasion of Oaxaca, an action clearly done in concert with the PRI.  Now, on one hand, the PANista senators and deputies, in a cynical manner, urged Ulises Ruiz to resign from his office and, on the other hand, tried at all costs to whitewash the military operation.

There was an official report that 33 protestors were hurt, with hundreds more poisoned and burned by water mixed with acid that was sprayed from the PFP tanks. 

Human rights violations realized in this manner by state and federal police were numerous.  This same day 50 houses, located in the Colonia Aleman, in Santa Rosa and in Candiani, were raided with a judicial order by personnel from the Federal Intelligence Agency, accompanied by Ulises Ruiz’ ministerial police.  Some of these police may have been involved in the murders of the teacher Panfilo and Alejandro Garcia. In those house raids, they destroyed everything, robbing valuable objects and beating the women, kids and seniors that lived there.

 October 30th. The joint operation did not stop on the 29th. On the following day, 17 people who had come from Tlaxiaco to Oaxaca to participate in a peaceful demonstration, were detained by federal and state police in the holding area set up by a detour at Yucudaa.  In this same place, three people were brutally beaten.

The PFP occupied the center of the city from which they had dislodged teachers and APPO members. Oaxaca reeks of misery. In the capital, hatred, intolerance, polarization, but above all insecurity and uncertainty were palpable on every corner, due to the presence of the PFP which could not achieve political nor administrative control of the capital city. Beginning with the arrival of the PFP, the Oaxacan people lived under a virtual curfew. At 7:00 pm the PFP closed five streets to the roundabouts of the Central Historic district. Neither cars nor pedestrians passed through.

The APPO organized three marches in which more than 100,000 people converged on the city that day. The APPO declared that it would establish an encampment in Santo Domingo Guzman, and that it would not attend the dialogue that had been called by the Secretary of State, citing the Secretary’s failure to take the issue seriously. 

It asked for:

Immediate removal of the occupying army that the PFP had become.

Removal of Ulises Ruiz

Freedom for all prisoners, including more than 70 persons that the PFP had detained the day before, in coordination with the Oaxaca Ministerial and Preventive police 

Guaranteed Safety for the APPO’s Negotiation Commission.

Arturo Chavez, Subsecretary and representative of the Secretary of State said that Governor Ulises Ruiz should pay attention to the urging of the Congress of the Union to ask for his license (translators note: An alternative to resigning from the post of governor is called Pidiendo Licencia, and basically means that the governor stops carrying out his duties and is replaced by an interim governor, but a new election is not required and the original governor remains the “virtual” governor). 

November 2nd. Day of the Dead. When the PFP attempted to enter the university campus, they were repelled by a popular force of university students, faculty, APPO members, and Oaxacan teachers. In this bloody and unequal struggle, the people with stones, dirty water and impressive homemade objects, fought against the police with their tanks, tear gas, high powered guns, and helicopters that launched tear gas canisters over the entire university neighborhood. There were 100s injured. The situation in the city was truly critical. The streets were deserted on the day of a popular festival. Many people were asking: Why don’t the police take the governor to prison and all those murderers who killed teachers and APPO members, instead of attacking the people?

November 4th. Another march that extended over almost three kilometers. APPO asked for the removal of the governor and the PFP, and for the installation of a dialogue with President Fox. Meanwhile, 24,000 professors in the central valleys of Oaxaca agreed not to return to classes because the conditions did not exist for this to happen. Provocateurs contracted by the government began to appear in the marches. The danger of a confrontation with the PFP had become a daily concern.

The majority of the barricades were destroyed by the PFP.  The teachers remained in the Santo Domingo Plaza together with APPO members, and the barricade at the university was reinforced. 

APPO marches occurred in the principal cities of the state.  There were marches in Putla and in Tlaxiaco.  Representatives and community authorities from 77 indigenous communities: mixes, mixtecos, zapotecos, zoques, chinatecos, and barrenos from the municipalities of San Juan Mazatlan, San Juan Cotzocan, El Barrio de la Soledad, Matias Romero, Juchitan, San Miguel Chimalpa, Chihuitan, Santa Maria Petapa, San Juan Guichicovi and Ixtaltepec met in a regional assembly called by UCIZONI and agreed that day to intensify their protest actions until they achieved the fall of Ulises Ruiz and the liberation of all political prisoners.

Support came from almost 17 states in the Republic. There were protests in 37 countries. There were protests in Los Angeles, New York City, Vancouver, British Columbia, Berlin, and Barcelona.  In many parts of the world.  The social and political conscience of the world was supporting the struggle in Oaxaca.  Nevertheless, nothing changed.

There is a constant in the PFP’s action since its arrival.  Detentions without arrest warrants only for being in or around the barricades. Teachers and APPO members were being randomly picked up in various parts of the city. The intention was to destroy all the barricades in the city of Oaxaca.

November 25th. At the end of a mega-march by APPO there was a confrontation with the PFP in the center of the city.  Around 300 were detained many of them totally extraneous to the movement who were passing close by, going about their everyday activities. 

In a media spectacle, on December 4th, Flavio Sosa, a spokesperson for APPO and one of the leaders of the organization, the New Left, was detained by the PFP in Mexico City as he was leaving from a meeting where he agreed to renew a dialogue with the Secretary of State.

Local 22 began working for the liberation of prisoners which has been partially achieved, but there are still 30 prisoners of conscience remaining.

A reading of the latest occurrences:

We’ve had in Oaxaca various tours and national and international missions. From the 16th to the 17th of December the International Forum of Solidarity with the People of Oaxaca took place. This ultimate visit, due to its importance, was fully disseminated; however it appears that it did not achieve the desired results. 

The creation of Local 59 to stop the struggle of the democratic teachers of Oaxaca is a blow to Local 22 and to public education. This act impacts all of the locals belonging to La CNTE and opens the door to all the reforms in the laws that effect the Mexican workers. In addition, we still have conflicts in 270 schools in the Cañada, Costa, and Central Valleys regions because the scab teachers contracted by the state government, and backed up by Local 59 do not want to leave the schools. There is a very strong confrontation in this phase of the conflict.  For the moment, they work in improvised class rooms and the State Institute for Public Education shows no interest in resolving he problem that they created.

We are waiting for the State Assembly to decide the direction of the struggle in this latest stage. In addition, we are counting on the support of national and international independent unions, as well as from La CNTE.

Last week, the federal government reactivated its relations with the Oaxaca governor who was received by four secretaries of the State and by a representative of the National Commission for the Development of the Indigenous Peoples. 

On Monday the 8th of January, he was received by the Secretary of Public Education. Also he met with the Secretary of Tourism and the Secretary of the Economy.  On Wednesday, the 10th of January, he was received by the Secretary of State, Francisco Ramirez Acuna.  Even though the authorities denied it, the press published that he had asked for reinforcements so that he could increase the number of PFP police because he could not control the conflict.

We still have prisoners in Tlacolula and Miahuatlan.  The families and companeros of APPO and professors are in an encampment (planton).  The police have not stopped carrying out violence against them.  

This Saturday, January 13th, at approximately 3:40 PM, a group of protestors who were returning from a march in Miahuatlan to liberate political prisoners, were intercepted on their way to Oaxaca city, by three vehicles of preventive police.  Five of them were captured, among them were Vladimir Gonzalez Martinez 17 years old, Rogelio Garcia Hernandez, Jose Villaseca (son of the La Jornada photographer, Jesus Villaseca Chavez), and Miguel Lopez Cruz, husband of Edith Coca Soriano, a prisoner in this municipal prison. 

On Sunday the 14th of January, at four in the afternoon, a march protesting this latest wave of aggressions left the Monument to the Mother for the Plaza of Dance.

The Zocalo from a very early hour is completely closed.   There is no peace, nor “governability” in Oaxaca. On the part of the federal government nothing is happening. The questions in the air are: 

With a conflict of almost seven months that has left an enormous number of injured, dead, disappeared, prisoners and tortured, how far will this governor go? For how long, as a people, must we endure this authoritarian and repressive governor? What more has to happen so that the federal government will act and declare the dissolution of powers and compel Ulises Ruiz to step down?
Or, looking at it another way…How should we interpret government complacency?

The government of Oaxaca is and has been in complete alliance with the federal government to keep Ulises Ruiz Ortiz as governor of Oaxaca.

There is no justice in Oaxaca and in Mexico.

The people do not have anyone to turn to in the defense of their human rights, their right to free speech, their right to demonstrate and to protest.

The people of Oaxaca do not have anyone to turn to so that they can shake off this authoritarian and repressive governor, Sr. Ulises Ruiz Ortiz.

Translated by Dan Leahy
Coordinator, Trinational Coalition for the Defense of Public Education

in Canada, the United States and Mexico

PO Box 602, Olympia, Washington 98507

(360) 402-0441.  January 16, 2007

Note: Jill Freidberg translated the words of the poet.

