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Dear Commissioner Kompass:

The undersigned unions and democratic educational organizations of the Mexican  Section of the Trinational Coalition for the Defense of Public Education in Canada, the United States and Mexico declare the following:

As participants in the educational sector, it is very clear to us that one of the fundamental requirements for the development of a society is maintaining full respect for the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, proclaimed by the General Assembly of the United Nations – December 10, 1948 – and for the individual guarantees embedded in the Political Constitution of the United States of Mexico.
Human beings by their nature organize society which fundamentally allows them to defend their inalienable right to individual guarantees, as well as the right to protect their territory and natural resources from annihilation resulting from the imposition of neo-liberalism as a political economic doctrine.
In this manner, in 1994, in the state of Chiapas which is considered to be extremely marginalized, the Zapatista Army for National Liberation burst onto the national scene to claim respect for their rights and their indigenous culture. The response to this demand was a war of annihilation on the part of the Mexican authorities.
The Peoples Front for the Defense of the Land suffered a brutal repression in 2006 at the hands of the Mexican government for having stopped in 2000 removal from their cultivated land which was to be utilized for the construction of an airport which would have benefited the business and political class, attempting to convert the ejidatarios and cooperative members into sub-employed in their own place of origin and attempting to use for this purpose a fraudulent expropriation order.

The Democratic Teachers Movement in the State of Oaxaca belongs to Section 22 of the National Union of Education Workers.  For the past 26 years the Section has fought to consolidate a popular alliance that would promote not only labor demands but essentially socio-educational initiatives that would benefit parents and students in a manner consistent with Article Three of the Political Constitution of the United States of Mexico and the General Law of Education.  The state teachers have accomplished a series of pressure tactics including a labor strike to obtain a satisfactory answer, converting the historic May Day 2006 into a consolidation between the people and the education workers.
The insensibility of the state government manifested itself when it closed the dialogue and refused to establish negotiating spaces that could search for agreed upon solutions.  This action was directly responsible for the interruption of educational services and harming the right to education for more than one million two hundred thousand students. The irrational decision of the State executive to dislodge the teachers encampment with the use of public force on June 14th fragrantly violated the right of free expression of ideas stipulated in Article 6 of the Constitution.  This action separated the teachers and the people from the State and created a state of non-governability and converted the conflict into an insurrection of the Oaxacan people against its government and created, as a consequence, the Popular Assembly of the Peoples of Oaxaca.
The state government has shown its fascist face with hatred and organization decreeing a state of siege for four months unleashing a fierce persecution, jailing, torture, disappearances and murders of protestors, crimes that have been made worse by their hiding and manipulating their motives.  The evidence for some of these crimes is presented below.
(A listing of the names of twenty people who were murdered along with their occupation, date of murder and the circumstances)

Due to the political situation confronted by our nation due to revelations about the presidential elections, the federation backed a wave of offenses from this illegitimate government by sending a contingent of the Federal Preventative Police and thereby breaking the agreements that had been signed by Section 22 and the APPO on October 28th.  
Due to the urgency of the transition in the federal government and the necessity of presenting a panorama of social stability, hardly a reality, elements within the Secretary of Interior justified the authorization of a brutal repression against the people of Oaxaca through kidnapping, torture, jailing and the arbitrary detaining of students, women, farmers, teachers, workers, children, the elderly.  In many of these cases the citizens were hardly even involved in the uprising.  All of this flagrantly violated Article 9 that guarantees the freedom of association, the freedom to assemble peacefully and Article 16 which states that “No one can be molested in their person, family, home, papers or possessions without an authorized writ from a competent authority that identified the basis and motive for the legal proceeding…”
Ulises Ruiz Ortiz, state governor of Oaxaca and Vicente Fox Quesada, ex President of the Mexican Republic committed offenses against constitutional prerogatives through kidnapping, torture, imprisonment and unconstitutionally placing prisoners in jails far removed from their homes whey they had been apprehended with the result of keeping them incommunicado and hiding evidence of their bloody torture that was committed by repressive bodies of the state.  In relation to this we present authentic proof of our word.
(Lists of people who were removed to various jails, some of whom have been freed, but are under provisional liberty and others who are still in jail)

In light of all this, in our country and in particular in the state of Oaxaca there is no respect for Article One that stipulates “In the United States of Mexico all individuals enjoy the guarantees authorized by the Constitution which can not be restricted nor suspended except in those cases and in those conditions that the same establishes…”

                                                        WE DEMAND

First:  The intervention of the United Nations whose objectives are to preserve the peace and international security and to promote the respect for human rights and fundamental liberties of which Mexico is one of the signatories to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Second: The punishment to the full extent of the law of those material and intellectual authors of these crimes against humanity perpetrated by the state of Oaxaca and by the federal and state government.

Third:  The immediate and unconditional liberty of those who have been jailed in an illegal manner in different jails in our country as well as those still subject to a judicial process even though they have been freed due to lack of evidence.
Fourth: We demand the appropriate punishment for those who have misused the legal power and position of the state to murder, persecute, jail, sow divisions, banish those who dissent by applying the law and the apparatus of power that was delegated to guarantee liberty, a dignified life and unrestricted respect for individual guarantees and human rights.
Fully confident of the impartiality and just orientation of this body, we await notice of your valiant intervention.
For the Colegial Coordination of the Mexican Section of the Trinational Coalition for the Defense of Public Education,
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