OAXACA Update

April 25, 2007


BELOW:

- urgent action related to Oaxacan political prisoner Pedro Garibo Pérez
- media release from family of Brad Will, US journalist killed in Oaxaca
- CIPO report on recent trip of family of Brad Will to Oaxaca

Please re-send this info p¹arriba y p¹abajo.

===

April 18, 2007

"LOS OLIVIDADOS / THE FORGOTTEN ONES"
CAMPAIGN FOR THE RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS

Pedro Garibo Pérez - 19 years old - was detained by anti-riot federal police
forces on November 20, 2006 and remains incarcerated today.  Pedro was taken
on to an abandoned, burned-out bus and beaten and threatened.  The worst
part of his torture was a third degree burn that he received from the pick
up truck that transported him.  After receiving treatment for his leg, he
has been sent back to jail to recover.

YOUR ACTION CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF THESE PEOPLE AND THEIR
LOVED ONES - TWO POLITICAL PRISONERS PROFILED IN OUR "OLVIDADOS" CAMPAIGN
HAVE BEEN RELEASED!  THANK YOU FOR YOUR CARING AND SOLIDARITYS

BACKGROUND ON OAXACAN POLITICAL PRISONERS
43 political prisoners remain illegally imprisoned in various prisons
throughout the state of Oaxaca.  Many of them were detained while
participating in non-violent protests against the current repressive
government of Oaxacan Gov. Ulises Ruiz.  Others were not involved
politically in any way, but were caught up in a wave of massive detentions
carried out by state and federal police in an attempt to crush a popular
movement that is using non-violent tactics to demand political change.

These arbitrary detentions continue still.  On April 13th David Venegas
Reyes, a young man and member of the APPO, was detained and beaten.  He is
being charged with drug possession after police authorities planted heroine
and cocaine on his person.  You can read more about this case at:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/oaxacastudyactiongroup/message/2658

Local and national human rights organizations, as well as the Oaxaca
Solidarity Network (OSN), have recorded many testimonies of people who were
brutalized during their illegal arrests.  Most of the detainees aren't
directly connected with popular organizations; hence they lack the support
that helped many other political prisoners to win their release.  Many of
them recently reported that they feel forgotten and are fighting despair.

WHAT TO DO:
Contact your own political representatives and Mexican embassies and
consular offices and demand the release of Pedro Garibo and the other
"Olvidados" political prisoners:

?    A fundamental element to work in favor of global justice, equality and
the environment is to fund and support local organizations that are leading
their own struggles in defense and promotion of development, the environment
and human rights.
?    Get involved in education and activism work in your home community
concerning the negative impacts of North American investors and
hydro-electric and mining policies on community-controlled development, the
environment and the human rights of local populations in Oaxaca.
?    Consider coming in on one of OSN's Educational-Activist Delegations and
meet with victims of the repression, local human rights groups, leaders of
the popular movement, local political and business leaders, and to visit
local indigenous communities to learn about vital social, economic and
political issues.
?    Get on our e-mail list and visit our website for news updates,
delegation announcements and more.

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS:   You can make donations to Oaxaca Solidarity
Network by making a check payable to "Rights Action".  Please write "FOR
OSN" in the memo space and mail to: UNITED STATES: Box 50887, Washington DC,
20091-0887;  CANADA: 509 St.Clair Ave W, box73527, Toronto ON, M6C-1C0.
CREDIT-CARD DONATIONS:  www.rightsaction.org. Please note that the donation
is ³FOR OSN².

ADDRESSES:

Find the contact info for your own politicians and Mexican embassies and
consular offices in your country.  And send copies to:

Mexican President Felipe Calderon Hinojosa
Residencia Oficial de ''Los Pinos'', Casa Miguel Aleman
Col. San Miguel Chapultepec
Mexico D.F., C.P. 11850, MEXICO
Fax: 011 52 55 52772376
felipe.calderon@presidencia.gob.mx

Governor of Oaxaca Ulises Ruiz Ortiz
Carretera Oaxaca - Puerto Angel, Km. 9.5
Santa Maria Coyotopec, C. P. 71254
Oaxaca, MEXICO
gobernador@oaxaca.gob.mx

MORE INFO S

Oaxaca Solidarity Network
www.oaxacasolidarity.org
info@oaxacasolidarity.org
(U.S.) 303-800-4453
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From the FAMILY OF BRAD WILL

URGE MEXICAN FEDERAL ATTORNEY GENERAL¹S OFFICE (PGR) TO TAKE OVER THE
INVESTIGATION OF BRAD WILL¹S MURDER

Members of the family of Brad Will - photojournalist killed on October 27,
2006 while covering conflicts in Oaxaca, Mexico - recently visited Mexico
City and Oaxaca to discuss the case with human rights organizations, state
and federal prosecutors, witnesses to the crime, and the Oaxaca-based social
justice organizations.

Oaxaca attorney general, Lisbeth Caña Cadeza, told the family on March 21,
2007 that the state had packed up their investigative files to send to the
Federal Attorney General¹s (PGR) office in Oaxaca that night.  She also
issued a formal request that the federal authorities continue their parallel
investigation and exercise their right to take over the case from the state
authorities. The state founded their request on the precedent of PGR¹s
recent move to take over ten other cases related to the social conflict in
Oaxaca.

The PGR has not yet announced whether they will accept the case and fully
investigate the murder of Brad Will.  We ask all human rights organizations,
journalists¹ and press freedom organizations, and individuals to urge the
PGR to accept the case and pursue a rigorous investigation in contrast to
the deficiencies in the Oaxaca State Attorney General¹s investigation.

We feel that the PGR will be able to separate itself from the local
political considerations that currently surround the case. Furthermore, the
PGR should be able to conduct an in depth investigation that will shed light
on the circumstances of the murder and the prosecution of those responsible.


To help support our work, contact the Will Family.  We are grateful for your
support,

The Will Family

Kathy & Howard Will
Wendy Will Mikacich (wfwill@aol.com)
Craig Will
Christy Will
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THE WILL FAMILY IN THE CALICANTO BARRICADE

Greetings from brothers and sisters of CIPO (the Popular Indigenous Council
of Oaxaca "Ricardo Flores Magón²)

The last few days, with the arrival of Brad Will¹s parents and brother on
the rebel soil of Oaxaca, have been very intense.  On March 21, 2007, the
first day of spring, Brad¹s mother, father and brother arrived at the
CIPO-REM community centre, which is located in the Priista municipality of
Santia Lucia del Camino, Oaxaca, where their son, a free-lance journalist
was shot last October.

The family told all the compañeros gathered at the Barricade that they had
come to Oaxaca to meet the fine people that their son had told them about,
to thank them for helping him when he was mortally wounded and to demand
that the state and federal governments ensure that justice system carry out
impartial investigations and that the murderers who took away the life of
their son be punished.

Brad¹s family went to Barricade ³3¹ in Calicanto, where those who had been
alongside Brad in the clashes on the day he was killed testified to what
they saw and indicated the exact place where the journalist from Indymedia,
New York was shot.

Compañeros from the Barricades read a letter to the Will family and gave
them a shoe that their son had been wearing the day he was murdered. They
also presented the family with flowers, sympathy cards and an offering that
had been put on the altar on All Saints day in November.

They also carried 26 crosses bearing the names of every brother or sister
who had been murdered in the movement. The crosses bore messages such as
³Brad did not die, Ulises killed him.²

There was no shortage of provocation ​ the area around the Barricade was
circled by Priistas, police and paramilitary murderers on motorcycles, and
white vans with photographers who were taking pictures of those of us who
were accompanying the Will family.

In fact, a Spanish compañero and a person from Barricade 17 were detained
when they went to buy a telephone card. They were arbitrarily held up by the
municipal police and followed by a red van. Because of this they did not get
back to the CIPO centre until someone went to get them.

In the afternoon, the Will family met with the Attorney General, Lisbeth
Caña Cadeza. She showed them the video made by Televisa and explained the
hypothesis that Brad had been killed by APPO people and that he had been
finished off with a second shot when they took him to the Red Cross. The
family was upset by this idea and said that Cadeza was stupid and
incompetent and that the videos and testimonials did not back up the
hypothesis she was presenting.

The next day, on March 22, the following people voluntarily presented
testimony regarding the events of October 27 to the Will family and their
lawyer, Miguel Angel de los Santos and the CIPO lawyer, Rufino Benitez:
Miguel Cruz of CIPO, Gualberto and his mother, Leonardo Ortiz and Gustavo
Vilchis (a free-lance photographer).

Compañeros from VOCAL (Oaxacan Voices for Building Autonomy and Freedom) and
compañeros from the Calicanto Barricade fasted from 8am until 11pm, when the
testimonies came to an end.

The fast was a way of demanding clarification on murders that occurred
during the clashes, as well as demanding that the material and intellectual
authors of these murders be punished and that security be provided for
witnesses and for members of the murdered people¹s families.

And although we do not trust the PGR, because in Mexico there is no
separation of power, we are asking that they be the only ones to deal with
these cases. The Oaxaca PGJ is also involved in the investigation and we are
concerned because all they want to do protect their murderers like Manuel
Feria, the municipal president of Santa Lucia. In fact Ulises Ruiz went as
far as rewarding him by allowing him to run as a candidate in the elections.

On March 22, the AFI people and the PGR dogs carried out an inspection of
the murder site with witnesses. They began at 11am and finished at 4pm.
There were some very tense moments because the federal police are arrogant
and they wouldn¹t allow the CIPO lawyer to be present. They cordoned off the
area and filmed everything. The most important thing was the Brad Will¹s
parents were present.

After the inspection, everyone went to the CIPO centre where they shared a
meal that had been prepared by the compañeras of the Barricade to honour the
presence of the Will family.

We talked with them about our concerns about the increase of repression and
houses being watched by the police. We agreed to stay in touch with them in
stronger ties of solidarity and friendship. Brad¹s mother said that they had
lost one son but that now they had gained new ones.

On that same day, our fears were confirmed when at midnight, we were
informed that the municipal police of Santa Lucia had detained and beaten
five of our compañeros. One had managed to escape and let us know what had
happened. The families went to help those who had been detained but the
police detained them and fined them for ³causing damage to a private car².
They fined them 200 pesos and took 2000 for bail. After they had taken the
money, they let them go.

All this repression is designed to intimidate and create fear so that people
will stop participating in the movement. But it is really important at this
time they we be supported, that we organize ourselves and that we be
vigilant and ready to help each other out quickly when something happens.

Despite everything, we are still strong, positive and full of hope that will
help us carry this through until justice and freedom are achieved. Although
a few of us wonder if this will ever happen.

To the memory of our compañeros who have been murdered, imprisoned, exiled,
persecuted and disappeared by the police.

Resistance and Rebellion
Dolores Villalobos Cuamatzi
CIPO-RFM

CIPO - Calle Emilio Carnaza 210, Sta. Lucia del Camino, Oaxaca, México. Tel:
(951) 51-78183 or (951) 51-78190. cipo@nodo50.org, mujercipo@hotmail.com,
los-magoneros@hotmail.com, www.nodo50.org/cipo
