PLANNING DISCUSSION: LOS ANGELES TRINATIONAL CONFERENCE
                           Vancouver, Sunday, January 28, 2007

DATE AND PLACE:  The conference will be in Los Angeles in 2008. The dates are April 10th, Thursday, through Sunday the 13th, with a possible additional day, April 9th.
STRUCTURAL COMPONENTS FOR LOS ANGELES CONFERENCE
 In advance of the conference
A Host union responsible for on the ground logistics

Financial co-sponsors

A local planning committee for on-site logistics
A tri-national planning committee for overall coordination
Tour of Local Schools prior to formal meetings

National Section Meetings prior to formal meetings

Documents in advance such as assessment by each national section

Thematic document for the conference six months in advance

Advanced Translation of documents into three languages

Invite Observers from Education International

Payment of airfare, transportation costs for Mexican delegation
Ensure representation from all levels, including higher education unions
At the conference itself
A four-five day conference that includes tour, national sections, public event & sessions
A mixed venue conference: public events, events for delegates only & evaluation session

Limited participation at delegate sessions to ensure a balanced, tri-national character

Simultaneous translation for tri-national plenary sessions

Consecutive translation for workshops and smaller sessions

Spending money for Mexican delegation at the conference
Support for the host union’s local issues at time of conference

An “action orientation” for the conference itself  

A social/cultural event that is fun
THEMATIC CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE LOS ANGELES CONFERENCE
Working Conditions
(class size, professionalization and de-professionalization)

The role of standardized testing in the privatization of public education

What is a good school?  What is a quality education?

Racism in education and Indigenous education

Immigration, outsourcing of school labor, prisons and guest workers

Comparisons of military and educational budgets in each country

Open source technology and distance education

Building alliances with parents, students, labor movement and the community.
TENTATIVE TRINATIONAL PLANNING Mexican Section, Rosemary Lee, Gabriel Torres, Nancy Romer, Patricia Robertson, Larry Kuehn, Dom Bellissimo, Alain Pelissier, Jean Trudelle, John Ehinger, Dileep Dathaide and Dan Leahy, Coordinator. 

