          TRINATIONAL COALITION FOR DEFENSE OF PUBLIC EDUCATION

                                      Canada, the United States and Mexico

                                                    P.O. Box 602

                                           Olympia, Washington 98507

           danleahy43@yahoo.com   (360) 867-6478. Fax: (360) 867-5430

To:  State and Provincial Teacher Unions: Canada and the United States

Fr:   Dan Leahy, Coordinator

Re:  Trinational Conference in Los Angeles, April 18-20, 2008

        Hosted by the United Teachers of Los Angeles (UTLA)

I hope that you will send a delegation to this conference that is being hosted by the United Teachers of Los Angeles.  UTLA represents education workers in the K-12 system and is an affiliate of both the NEA and AFT. 

Since NAFTA created new trinational relationships in 1994, education union leaders from the three countries have met every two to three years to share perspectives on how to counter NAFTA-type neo-liberal policies such as privatization that weaken public education.

Over the years, we have found these trinational discussions to be extremely rich and very helpful to our struggles to defend public education at home and to provide mutual solidarity across borders in times of crisis.

This is our 8th Trinational Conference and the first one to be held in the United States since 1993.  The Conference title is: “Public Education is Not for Sale.” The registration fee is $50/person to help cover translation and food costs. Additional funding to ensure a strong representation of Mexican teachers comes from grants by U.S. and Canadian education unions. 

If your union can make a financial donation to help cover transportation costs for our Mexican delegates and translation costs for all of us, please contact me directly.
We will begin this conference Friday noon, April 18th, with a tour of Los Angeles schools. On Friday afternoon there will be time for national meetings before we open our conference on Friday evening. We meet Saturday and Sunday in plenary sessions, open discussions and workshops to analyze and create trinational campaigns on issues such as public education and trade agreements, standardized exams and privatization, militarization and immigration, the attack on public section pensions, contingency labor and the creation of alternative education models and teaching practices.

Attached to this mailing is a conference agenda and registration materials.  You can obtain more conference information at our website: www.trinationalcoalition.org. We look forward to seeing you in Los Angeles.

